lect. xv.]         HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY	321
appears, and the whole presents a perfectly homogeneous
appearance. From this he concluded that at this tempera-
ture the liquid is converted into gas notwithstanding the
pressure. Although these experiments were highly note-
worthy, still they did not attract any considerable attention ;
and it was only thirty-three years later that Wolf143 and
Drion144 tried to determine, in the cases of a few liquids,
the temperatures at which they pass into the state observed
by Cagniard de la Tour. Mendelejeff, in 1861, introduced
the very appropriate name u absolute boiling-point" to
designate this temperature; and he defined it as the
temperature at which both the cohesion of the liquid and
its heat of evaporation vanish, and the liquid itself is con-
verted into vapour irrespective of pressure and of volume.145
Eight years later, the celebrated paper of Andrews140 ap-
peared, in which the connection between pressure, volume,
and temperature was accurately examined in the case of
carbonic anhydride, which, it was shown, could not be
liquefied at temperatures above 30.92° C. Andrews called
this the critical temperature ; and, further, he designated as
critical pressure the pressure which is just sufficient to bring
about liquefaction at a temperature infinitesirnally below the
critical temperature. Andrew's observations enabled him to
draw isotherms for carbonic anhydride at different tempera-
tures, which exhibited the relations between pressure and
volume. When this had been done, it appeared that the
curves were discontinuous below 30.92°, and consisted of
different parts. Although slight changes of curvature are
observed in the isotherms for temperatures just immediately
above 30.92°, these are no longer observed at 48°, the curve
at that temperature approximately corresponding, through-
out its entire length, to the equation which holds for
that is, it approximates to a rectangular hyperbola.
143 Ann. CMm. [3] 49, 265.    144 Ibid. [3] 56, 33.    146 Annalen. 119, I.
148 Phil..Trans. 1869, 57$.
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